On January 16, 2018, the United States Department of Education (USDE) approved Pennsylvania’s Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) Consolidated State Plan, the state’s most comprehensive federal education blueprint in recent
history. The plan was shaped by the guiding principles of transparency, equity, and innovation, and underscores the
commonwealth’s commitment to creating more balanced and comprehensive school progress measures, reducing
testing time, and supporting educators and students.
ESSA presents an opportunity for Pennsylvania to broaden conceptions of school performance to include increased
attention to student success and learning conditions. Accordingly, Pennsylvania’s framework for federal
accountability emphasizes academic growth, evaluation of school climate through a chronic absenteeism measure,
attention to both four- and extended-year graduation rates, and assessments of postsecondary readiness. School and
student group performance on accountability indicators will be displayed via the Future Ready PA Index.
The table below details Pennsylvania’s federal accountability indicators under ESSA.
ESSA Indicator Type
Academic Achievement
Academic Progress
Graduation Rate
Progress in Achieving
English Language
Proficiency
School Quality or
Student Success

Pennsylvania Measure(s)
1. Percent Proficient & Advanced – English Language Arts/Literature
and Mathematics/Algebra I on PSSA, PASA, and Keystone Exams
2. Average Growth Index (PVAAS data)
3. Adjusted cohort graduation rate (average of 4- and 5-year graduation
rates)
4. Growth toward attainment of English proficiency (ACCESS for ELLs)
5. Chronic Absenteeism (percent of students enrolled for at least 60 days
who have missed more than 10 percent of school days across the
academic year); and
6. Career Readiness (percent of students in grades 5, 8, and 11 who
demonstrate evidence that they have satisfied state-mandated Career
Education and Work Academic Standards)

The Department is providing guidance and support through a variety of channels to assist local education agencies,
schools, and other stakeholders in preparing for the implementation of the new accountability framework. For
example, in October 2017, the Department disseminated guidance on the career readiness and on-track indicators.
In January 201, the Department presented a webinar on federal requirements for calculating assessment
participation rates.
This document provides additional details and support focused on chronic absenteeism. This document
provides guidance regarding questions most frequently presented to the Pennsylvania Department of
Education (PDE) since USDE approval of Pennsylvania’s ESSA plan.
When will PDE begin to calculate chronic absenteeism rate for schools and student groups?
Beginning with the 2017-18 school year, PDE will calculate chronic absenteeism rates for all public schools and
student subgroups within each school that are comprised of 20 or more students.

How will PDE calculate chronic absenteeism?
Chronic absenteeism will be calculated for all public schools and subgroups based on the number of students who
have missed more than 10 percent of school days across the academic year; this represents roughly 18 days in a
180-day school year. Students enrolled for fewer than 60 days of school will be excluded from that school’s
calculation, as there has not been sufficient opportunity for the school to apply intervention strategies.
Specifically, the formula for calculating chronic absenteeism is as follows:
Number of students enrolled for 60 or more school days who were absent 10 percent or more school days
Number of students enrolled for 60 or more school days
What constitutes an absence?
A student is considered absent if they are not physically participating in instruction or instruction-related activities
on school grounds or at an approved off-grounds location for at least half the school day. Each day that a student is
absent for 50 percent or more of the school day is to be counted as an absence.
Will this new indicator affect my PIMS submissions?
Chronic absenteeism calculations will be derived from existing data collections through the Pennsylvania
Information Management System (PIMS). No new PIMS submissions are required.
Where can we find information about evidence-based strategies for improving attendance?
Through our partnership with the Mid-Atlantic Regional Educational Laboratory, PDE offered a webinar
focused on evidence-based practices to increase student attendance. Leaders from local education agencies and
schools, as well as other district- and school-based personnel responsible for tracking student attendance and
designing support plans for students who are chronically absent.
Use this link to view the achieved webinar:
Chronic Absenteeism (recorded February 2018)
LEAs in need of technical assistance with the Chronic Absenteeism indicator should contact the Bureau of
Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction at RA-EDFUTUREREADYPA@pa.gov. For PIMS reporting or data
support, please call 1-800-661-2423.
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